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Connecticut Tree Protective Association Announces its 

2004 Arbor Day Essay Contest Winners 

     The Connecticut Tree Protective Association has announced the winners of its annual Arbor Day Essay Contest.  This contest is conducted each year for fifth grade students throughout Connecticut.  Each of the eight winning students, representative of each of the eight counties in the State, submitted a poem or essay on the theme of “What is my favorite tree and why”.            

     Competition within this essay contest is strong, with 306 entries received this year, from 52 schools.  The insight and enthusiasm of the entries demonstrate the importance of trees in the world of young people, and also that Connecticut’s trees will be in good hands for many years to come.    

     The Association has invited each of the essay contest winners to a tree planting ceremony to be held on Arbor Day, Friday, April 30th, at the State Capitol in Hartford.  Winning students and their guests will be invited to plant a saucer magnolia on the grounds of the Capitol in honor of Arbor Day.  The ceremony will take place at 10 a.m.  

     As a part of the celebration, each of the essay contest winners will be presented with a plaque commemorating his or her accomplishment.  Each student will be invited to read his or her poem or essay.  All who are interested are welcome to attend.  

     Entries in this contest always run the gamut, from the very personal to the fun and humorous.  Trees are clearly a special part of young people’s lives, with many of these young people developing a strong relationship with an individual tree.  The strength of that relationship is what shows in these poems and essays, and in continued popularity of this contest.

     CTPA is an non-profit, educational association whose membership consists of arborists and others who advance the care of Connecticut’s trees.  Over 680 individuals are members of the Association, most of whom are involved in professional tree care in Connecticut.  This is the thirteenth year that CTPA has conducted this essay contest.

     The writers of the winning poems or essays are as follows:

Fairfield County

Student – Kelsea Chironna

Teacher –  Mrs. Nelson

Fox Run Middle School

228 Fillow Street

Norwalk, CT 06850

203 899-2860

Hartford County

Student – Stewart Henderson

Teacher – Ann T Sarpu

Saint James School

73 Park Street

Manchester, CT 06040

860 643-5088

Litchfield County

Student – Caitlin Duffy

Teacher – Mrs Cynthia Gubbiotti

Fletcher W Judson Elementary School

124 Hamilton Lane

Watertown, CT 06795

860 945-4850

Middlesex County

Student – Tricia D’Onofrio

Teacher – Jackie Kwiatkowski

St. John’s School

5 St. John’s Square

Middletown, CT 06457

860 347-3202

New Haven County

Student – Alyssa Timpson

Teacher – Mrs. Linda Burgh

Live Oaks School

575 Merwin Avenue

Milford, CT 06460

203 783-3564

New London County

Student – Keely Yarish

Teacher – Mr. Daniewicz / Ms. Hill

Cohanzie School

48 Dayton Road

Watertown, CT 06385

860 443-7690

Tolland County

Student – Josephine LoRicco

Teacher – Mr. Carlson

G. H. Robertson Intermediate School

227 Cross Street

Coventry, CT 06238

Windham County

Student – Matthew Turban

Teacher – Mrs. Jill Shamback 

Sterling Memorial School

1183 Plainfield Turnpike

Oneco, CT 06373

860 564-2728

For further information, please contact Rita Smith, CTPA Executive Secretary, or Chris Donnelly, Secretary-Treasurer at 1-888-919-2872, or visit CTPA’s web site at www.CTPA.org.
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