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Connecticut Tree Protective Association Announces its 

2009 Arbor Day Essay Contest Winners 
Northford, CT.  The Connecticut Tree Protective Association will hold a tree planting ceremony in Bushnell Park, adjacent to the State Capitol, on Friday, April 24 – Arbor Day.  During this ceremony, the CTPA will present each of the seven winners of the annual Arbor Day Essay Contest with a plaque.  Each winner will also be asked to read his or her winning poem or essay.  
This contest is conducted for fifth grade students throughout Connecticut, with one winner selected for each county.  The seven winning students submitted a 200 word entry on the theme of “What is my favorite tree and why”.   There was no submission from Windham County.
All who are interested are welcome to attend.  The tree to be planted is a Seven Sons tree.  This unusual small tree, which flowers in the late summer through early fall, is so-named because there are seven flowers in each flower head.  The tree is a relative of the honeysuckle and will be the first of its kind in Bushnell Park.
Competition for the Essay Contest honor is strong, with 150 entries received this year, from 33 schools.  The insight and enthusiasm of the entries demonstrate the importance of trees in the world of young people.  The entries also show that Connecticut’s trees will be in good hands for many years to come.    

Entries in this contest are as diverse as those entering.  Many of the poems or essays are very personal, in all cases are interesting and, in some cases, very humorous.  Trees are clearly a special part of these young people’s lives.  Many of these students have developed a strong relationship with an individual tree.  The strength of that relationship shows in these poems and essays, and in the continued popularity of this contest.

CTPA is a non-profit, educational association whose membership consists of arborists and others who advance the care of Connecticut’s trees.  Over 790 individuals are members of the Association, most of whom are involved in professional tree care in Connecticut.  This is the eighteenth year that CTPA has conducted this essay contest.    
The writers of the winning poems or essays are as follows:
Connecticut Tree Protective Association

Arbor Day Contest Winners 2008

Fairfield County

student – Anna Cerulli
teacher –  Mrs. Remi Grunow
Tashua School
401 Stone House Road
Trumbull, CT 06611
Hartford County

student – Evan McKinnon 

teacher – Michelle Carini
St. Paul School
461 Alling Road

Kensington, CT 06037

Litchfield County

student – Nikki Lewis
teacher – 

Sarah Noble Intermediate School
25 Sunny Valley Road

New Milford, CT 06776

Middlesex County

student – Oaklea Elfstrom
teacher – Mrs. Lippincott
Chester Elementary School
23 Ridge Road

Chester, CT 06412
New Haven County

student – Payson Crounse
teacher – Ms. Baba
Frisbie Elementary School
24 Todd Road

Wolcott, CT 06716

New London County

student – Colleen Anderson
teacher – Patricia Tedford
Jack Jackter Intermediate School

215 Halls Hill Road

Colchester, CT 06415

Tolland County

student – Patty Brosseau
teacher – Mrs. Maria Turrisi


Hebron Elementary School

92 Church Street
Hebron, CT 06248

For further information, please contact Rita Smith, CTPA Executive Secretary, at 1-203-484-2512 or visit CTPA’s web site at www.CTPA.org.
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