Don Parrott of Connecticut Arborists, Inc. has been sending a version of the following note out to his clients along with their bill in order to encourage their support of the Dr. Mark S. McClure Research Fund.  Please feel free to make use of it as a template and to send it out on your letterhead.  

I Need Your Help!

Many of you have been engaging our services to take care of your trees for quite some time.  I thank you, deeply and sincerely, for that confidence.  I have been a practicing arborist since ____, and my career continues to be a real joy.

You may be unaware that I also work actively within our tree care industry to help further the advancement of good practices.  I have been a member of the Connecticut Tree Protective Association (CTPA) since ____, and am also a member of the Tree Care Industry Association (TCIA) and the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA).   These associations enjoy high regard within the arboriculture community.  Our local association, the CTPA, is considered to be a flagship organization within our industry and we can all be proud that it originated here in Connecticut, some 86 years ago this past August.  

One current project at the CTPA is a strong push to advance responsible methods to deal with invasive insects.  One of our past presidents, Dr. Mark S. McClure, now retired, was the foremost world expert in finding and promoting a natural predator of an invasive Connecticut pest, the hemlock woolly adelgid.  Dr. McClure captured in Asia, then bred in his Connecticut labs, and finally introduced into the Connecticut environment, a specific type of ladybug that feeds on the destructive woolly adelgid.  To help continue this type of advanced research, our association has established a fund that will help advance research into the cutting-edge of arboriculture and urban forestry.  This fund is named the Dr. Mark S. McClure Research Fund and will be managed for us by the Tree Research and Educational Endowment Fund (TREE Fund).  This national organization was set up in 1976 to manage a variety of tree care research efforts.  The TREE Fund is a highly reputable organization and is a great partner for the CTPA to have, helping us to manage this research program.

I am reaching out to you now to ask for your help to meet our financial goal.  We have a $100,000 initial commitment and are about 40% there right now.  We’re pushing hard to finish by the end of 2008.  A fantastic development is that the CTPA is committed to matching further contributions made for the rest of this year, up to a $30,000 level.

Your contribution check is 100% tax deductible and can be made out directly to the TREE Fund, the CTPA or as an extra amount when paying an invoice to _____________________.  For tax purposes, I’m sure that your accountant would prefer your check be made out directly to the CTPA or the TREE Fund.  Please forward your check at the $1000, $500, $250, $100 or $50 level directly to me.  For further details, go to the CTPA website at:   www.ctpa.org.

Thank you very much for your help. I do appreciate it.
(your name)___________
